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HISTORICAL - HOBBY BOILER OWNER’S UPDATE  - April-2006 
 
 
This update is a reminder and notice to all historical - hobby boiler owners in Wisconsin that the annual 
inspections are fast approaching. 
   
First priority ….. The Department wishes to extend our appreciation to owners and operators whose 
cooperation and input were very instrumental during this past year in making recommendations in the rule 
process and contributing toward successful inspections.  Ultrasonic Tests and calculations were 
implemented early in 2003 with only a few minor discrepancies.  The few discrepancies were 
immediately addressed to the owner(s) satisfaction.  In cooperation with the department, the Wisconsin 
Historical Steam Engine Association and other interested parties, future improvements in our inspection 
process will be possible.  Furthermore, after those UT readings and calculations were accomplished, 
many owners have verified fitness for service and also have proof of a safe operating pressure for their 
boilers based on actual conditions and material thickness.  In addition, both present and subsequent 
owners can use such permanent records for future repair analysis. 
    
Secondly ….. The plan is to further assist and educate steam power enthusiasts.  Since last year, the 
Department has designed a checklist form (SBD-10579) for the owner/operator, recommended a UT grid 
mapping guideline and developed several program brochures that can be distributed at shows to help 
explain Wisconsin’s requirements.  Anyone can get copies of the historical - hobby boiler information 
letters, applicable codes, checklist and brochures from our Commerce website @ www.commerce.wi.gov. 
Enclosed for your convenience is the Historical - Hobby Boilers Brochure.  
 
Finally and most importantly ….. Summer is around the corner with outdoor family activities on the rise.  
Some families will attend weekend shows or visit the county and local fairs to witness the awesome 
power of steam.  The curious attendees who hear the blast from a steam whistle or see smoke billowing 
overhead at the fairgrounds may be unaware of the dangers associated with high-pressure steam 
equipment.  Therefore, each owner and operator should look out for one another and take responsibility to 
protect the public minimizing those dangers through inspection and safe operating procedures.  To 
complement the enclosed Historical - Hobby Boiler Brochure information, the following list might help 
owners and operators assure safe operation during the 2006 season.  
 
• Arrange for required inspection. Obtain and post the Permit to Operate “PTO” 
• Check fusible plugs and fire door latches for proper installation / operation. 
• Test safety valves and other appurtenances. 
• Assure a trained attendant is continuously monitoring the equipment while in operation. 
• Keep spectators at a safe distance to prevent burning or scalding. 
   
The Department looks forward to another successful year of inspection and is confident that the brochure 
and educational aids mentioned above will be helpful to you and visitors.  Thank you again for your 
continued assistance and cooperation to make the many varieties of historical steam powered equipment 
available, operating and SAFE for everyone to enjoy. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Rick Merkle 
Rick Merkle 
Boiler Program Section Chief 


